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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN 1 S REPORT 

October  1973  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons 

have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received 
by  November  1,  1975;  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 
(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

1170  Andrew  Rosenblum,  P.  0.  Box  24,  Town  Center,  West  Orange, 

N.  J.  07052 

1171  John  H.  Bonitz,  Jr.,  P.  0.  Box  20426,  Greensboro,  N.  C.  27420 

1172  Henryk  Mine,  4076  Naranjo  Drive,  Santa  Barbara,  Calif.  93HO 

1173  Ernest  A.  Stenzel,  1641  Heathfield  Rd.,  Baltimore,  Md.  21239 

1174  ,A.  J.  Modarelli,  3657  S.  Sunnyfield  Dr.,  Akron,  Ohio  44321 

1175  William  H.  Hill,  P.  0.  Box  5522,  Kirtland  A.  F.  B.  East, 

New  Mexico  87 117  — (Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

1176  G.  M.  Baumeister,  Jr.,  P.  0.  Box  292,  Terrell,  Texas  75160 

1177  Albert  R.  Schuman,  157  Walnut  St.,  Ridgewood,  N.  J.  07450 

1178  T.  K.  Boehme,  65 11  Camino  Venturoso,  Goleta,  Calif.  93017 

1179 -MT  Stanley  J.  Zance,  P.  0.  Box  6-L,  Tiverton,  R.  I.  02878 
(U.  S.  Series) 

1180  Fred  Tausz,  I6O3  Roselawn  Rd.,  Cleveland,  Ohio  44124 

1181  Gerald  G.  Gibbs,  Fairways  Apts.,  #16-G,  38OO  Parkdale, 

San  Antonio,  Texas  7^229  --  (Ancients,  Spanish  Colonial) 

1182 -MT  Colin  Tuttle,  #6  Pine  Forest  Circle,  Houston,  Texas  77027 
(Crowns,  Europe,  Medals) 

1183  Byron  Johnson,  606  N.  W.  80th,  Seattle,  Wash.  98117 

(World  Types) 

118 4 David  Reynolds,  15847  Bryant  St.,  Sepulveda,  Calif.  91343 

(Kutch,  Delhi  Suit.,  Russia) 

II85-MT  So  Sircar,  913  Benton  St.,  Allentown,  Pa.  18103 
(India  and  South  Asia) 

1186  George  James  Cermak,  225  W.  Randolph,  Room  27D,  Chicago, 

111.  60606 

1187  Bob  Vines,  P.  0.  Box  362,  Ft.  Belvoir,  Va.  22060 

(Russia,  South  America) 

1188  Susana  N.  Freeman 

(Ecuador) 
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1189 -MT  Joseph  G.  Kosmo,  4725  Elder  Ave.,  Seal  Beach,  Calif.  90740 
(World  Types) 

Reinstatements : The  following  members  have  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  are  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

0667 -MT  Fred  A.  Lane,  #50  Mounds  Road,  #504,  San  Mateo,  Calif.  94402 
(Japan  and  Oriental) 

0568  Hans  M.  F.  Schulman,  Apartado  4l6,  Alicante,  Spain 
(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

Regular  Memberships  Converted  to  Life  Memberships: 

LM-3-MT  Elmore  B.  Scott,  309  Duke,  Garland,  Texas  75040 
(World  Types) 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 


last  report : 

Donation  and 

Name 

Stated  Value 

Preference  of  Use 

Anonymous 

123  coins  ($189.50) 

NI 

Reference 

Collection 

Wm.  Clements 

2 coins  (NVS) 

NI 

Reference 

Collection 

Gerald  Easton 

16  coins  (NVS) 

NI 

Reference 

Collection 

G.  D.  Thannisch 

40  coins  ($42.45) 

NI 

Reference 

Collection 

(NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor) 


NEW  MEMBERS  NEEDED 

NI  is  always  seeking  new  members  who  share  our  interests.  Perhaps 
you  have  friends  who  do  not  know  of  Numismatics  International.  We 
will  be  glad  to  send  them  a complimentary  NI  Bulletin  in  your  name 
or  send  you  as  many  membership  applications  as  you  desire.  Write 
to  Membership  Chairman,  P.  0.  Box  30013  .>  Dallas,  Texas  75230* 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Santander,  Palencia  y Burgos 

Mark  Mohur  should  be  commended  for  his  attempt  to  inform  the  members 
about  the  tokens  of  these  Spanish  cities.  However,  a couple  of 
errors  should  be  noted. 

I am  not  familiar  with  the  2 pesetas  denomination,  but  I am  aware  of 
a 50  centimos  denomination.  The  design  is  similar  to  the  1 peseta 
coin  illustrated  in  the  August  1975  NI  Bulletin. 

Also,  while  the  coins  may  be  quite  scarce,  I don’t  feel  that  their 
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rarity  should  be  emphasized,  since  I personally  have  two  sets.  They 
were  purchased  from  Lauren  Benson,  Davenport,  Iowa,  at  a time  when 
he  was  offering  quantities.  I understand  that  these  pieces  will  be 
listed  in  the  3r^  Edition  Krause-Mishler  catalog  which  may  or  may 
not  be  published  this  fall. 


Bob  Tomlinson 
Dallas,  Texas 

(Ed. : Members  Gerald  Easton  and  Richard  Schubert  have  also  informed 

NI  that  they  have  examples  of  the  1 peseta  in  their  collections  and 
have  questioned  the  rarity  as  indicated  in  Mr.  Mohur's  article.) 


"Battle  of  Nations"  and  "Medieval  Bracteates" 


Please  allow  me  to  give  the  following  comment  to  your  issue  of 

August  (1975): 

1.  Battle  of  Nations  by  George  T.  Ryden,  NI  1032 

As  a collector  of  China  coins  and  a fan  of  the  history  of  the 

great  Napoleon,  I feel  obliged  to  put  right  the  following  details 

a.  The  Earl  of  Mettemich  was  not  at  all  the  father-in-law  of 
Napoleon.  It  was,  however,  the  Emperor  Franz  II  (1768-1835), 
of  the  Habsburg  Dynasty.  He  was  the  father  of  Napoleon's 
second  wife,  Marie-Louise  of  Austria  (1791-1847). 

b.  The  medal  you  mentioned  cannot,  by  no  means,  be  listed  by 
Scheuch;  Scheuch  describes  (with  exception  of  the  coins 
and  benefit  stamps)  only  of  the  Meissen  China  Manufactory. 
Besides,  there  are  many  more  China  manufactories  which 
issued  medals. 

c.  The  medal  you  mentioned  originates  from  the  Manufactory 
Teichert.  I own  the  piece  in  the  following  designs: 

Brown 

Brown,  wreath  of  oak  gold 
Brown,  monument  gold 
White 

White,  wreath  of  oak  gold 

White,  monument  gold 

White,  wreath  of  oak  green 

White,  wreath  of  oak  green  with  gold  bows 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  I do  not  own  duplicates  of  which  I 
would  be  pleased  to  give  you  one  for  the  collection  of 
species  (NI  Reference  Collection) . 

2.  Medieval  Bracteates 


Your  short  essay  on  medieval  bracteats  is  excellent  as  a short 
information;  unfortunately  you  have  spread  it  on  four  different 
pages.  For  such  a very  rare  branch  of  collections,  it  would  have 
been  desirable  if  you  had  brought  a complete  exploration  with 
three  or  four  pieces  as  examples.  I myself  am  not  a collector 
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of  these  particular  pieces,  but  I admire  the  species. 


Dr.  Jurgen  W.  Watz 
Dortmund-Gartenstadt,  Germany 


l8  New  Members  Enrolled  by  Bill  Carey 

(Ed.:  Below  is  a letter  written  by  NI  President  Ross  Schraeder  to 

member  Bill  Carey  in  appreciation  of  his  recent  efforts  in  signing 
up  18  new  members  through  a mailing  of  NI  Application  Blanks  along 
with  his  regular  dealer  list.) 

Your  organization  sincerely  appreciated  your  efforts  to  increase  the 
membership.  However,  like  many  of  the  other  people  wno  give  unself - 
sihly  of  their  own  time  and  effort,  the  membership  in  general  does 
not  even  know.  Nevertheless,  I am  sure  you  get  a personal  pleasure 
from  your  ideas  and  their  results.  NI  grows  on  the  average  of  about 
20$  per  year,  that  was  about  100  people  last  year.  Your  efforts, 
alone,  in  the  past  month  have  contributed  l8  new  members,  which  is 
more  new  members  than  any  single  member  has  signed  up  since  1971® 

As  a representative  of  the  NI  Board  of  Directors,  please  let  me 
extend  their  sincere  thanks. 


Ross  Schraeder, 
President 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (CONTINUED  PROM  LAST  MONTH): 

Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited  to 
donate  any  issues  not  listed.  Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from 
the  collection  for  research  purposes  can  do  so  simply  by  paying  postage 
and  insurance  both  ways. 

NORWAY:  Y44  - 1927;  Y46  - 1946;  Y70  - 1957;  772  - 1957;  Y76a  - 1963, 

1964;  Y77a  - 1963,  1964;  Y?8  - 1963,  1964;  Y79a  - 1962;  Y8l  - 
1963;  Y82  - 1959.  1970 ; Y84  - 1964. 

PAKISTAN:  Y2  - 1951;  Y3&  - 195O;  Y5  - 1951;  y8  - 1956;  Y9  - 1955; 

Y12  - 1953;  Y13a  - 1962;  Y15a  - I96I;  Y17  - 1964;  Y21  - 
1965. 

PALESTINE:  Y1  - 1927;  1946. 

PANAMA:  Y1  - 1907;  Yll  - 1940;  Y13  - 1947;  1962;  Y13a  - 1966;  1968, 

1970 ; Yl4  - 1930,  1947,  1962;  Yi4a  - 1966;  Y15  - 1947;  Y17  - 
1953;  Yi8  - 1953;  Y19  - 1953;  Y22  - 1961,  1962,  196Y;  Y23  - 
1961;  Y23a  - 1966,  1968,  1970;  Y24  - 196I;  Y25  - l?6l. 

PARAGUAY:  Y20  - 1950;  Y26  - 1953;  Y27  - 1953;  Y28  - 1953- 

PERU:  Y22  - 1864  Y.B.;  Y33  - 1921;  Y36  - 1943;  Y37  - 1957,  1961, 

1962,  1963;  Y38  - 1954,  1955,  1961,  1963;  Y39  - i960;  Y40  - 
1935;  Y47  - 1947;  Y48  - 1959;  Y49  - i960,  1961 ; Y50  - 1951; 

Y7l  - 1968,  1970. 
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THE  COINS  OF  ENGLAND 

(Reprinted  from  The  Banker's  Magazine,  1847-48,  which  was  extracted 
from  a then  recent  London  publication,  entitled  "The  Coins  of  England", 
containing  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  engraved  facsimilies  of  coins 
from  the  earliest  ages  to  l846.) 

FROM  ELIZABETH,  15 58,  TO  CHARLES,  1602. 

The  complete  restoration  of  the  integrity  of  the  currency  is  justly 
ascribed  to  Elizabeth,  although  she  only  gave  the  finishing  hand  to 
what  had  been  already  commenced  by  her  brother.  She  not  only  ascer- 
tained the  amount  of  silver  in  the  base  money,  and  caused  it  to  be 
stamped  and  pass  for  its  true  value,  (a  course  which  involved  loss 
to  the  nation  and  gain  to  the  government,  which  received  back  as 
2-l/4d.  that  which  it  had  issued  as  12d.,  for  which,  perhaps,  we  do 
not  owe  her  much  gratitude,  ) but  she  likewise  produced  a coinage 
scrupulously  corresponding  in  weight  and  purity  to  its  nominal  value 
--  with  the  exception,  of  course,  of  a deduction  for  that  rate  of 
profit  or  seignorage  which  had  always  been  considered  the  fair  privi- 
lege of  the  sovereign.  It  would  appear,  however,  from  the  discovery 
of  letters,  etc.,  in  the  state  paper  office,  that  we  are  chiefly  in- 
debted for  the  originating  and  carrying  out  of  this  great  measure  to 
a London  merchant  --  the  same  illustrious  Gresham  to  whom  the  city 
owes  its  Royal  Exchange  and  other  useful  institutions.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  some  difficulties  occurred  as  to  refining  the  base  metal 
of  which  the  existing  silver  coinage  was  composed,  and  Gresham, 
during  his  residence  in  Antwerp,  effected  arrangements  with  a great 
firm  in  that  city  for  refining  the  whole  for  the  renumeration  of 
5/4  oz.  per  pound  of  silver,  for  all  the  silver  refined,  and  also 
the  whole  of  the  copper  contained  in  it.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  one  of  his  letters,  introducing  one  of  the  Flemish  merchants  to 
Sir  Thomas  Parry,  treasurer  of  the  queen's  household:  "Albeit  the 

enterprise  is  of  great  importance,  and  the  sooner  it  is  put  in  hand 
the  more  honor  and  proffyt  it  wulle  be  to  the  quene's  majestic  and 
the  realme;  for  doughtless,  this  will  rayse  the  exchange  to  xxv. 
viid.  at  the  least." 

Thus  it  would  appear  that  the  great  cause  of  the  very  effectual  re- 
form of  the  coinage  was  the  growing  wants  of  our  rapidly  extending 
commerce,  represented  and  advocated  by  the  acute  genius  of  Gresham. 

But  no  mention  is  of  course  made  of  him,  on  the  medal  struck  in  honor 
of  the  queen,  to  commemorate  it.  Of  the  final  return  to  good  money, 
however,  she  should  at  least  have  shared  the  honors  with  her  brother 
Edward  VI,  by  whom  the  good  work  was  at  last  fairly  begun,  Elizabeth 
only  putting  the  completing  hand  to  it.  But,  she  saw,  no  doubt,  the 
eventual  popularity  that  would  accrue  to  her  from  connection  with 
such  a measure,  and  therefore  made  herself  as  conspicuous  in  it  as 
possible,  even  going  to  the  Tower  and  coining  pieces  of  fine  money 
with  her  own  hard,  which  she  graciously  distributed  to  these  immediate- 
ly around  her. 

The  coinage  of  her  first  three  years  consisted  of  shillings,  groats, 
half-groats,  and  pennies,  which  were  of  the  fineness  of  the  last  of 
the  preceding  reign.  But  inconvenience  being  felt  for  want  of  small 
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money,  she  soon  after  issued  a coinage  of  sixpences,  threepences, 
three  halfpences,  and  three  farthings,  of  the  full  old  English  stand- 
ard of  11  oz.  2 dwts.  fine  silver,  to  l8  dwts.  alloy. 

Of  these  coins  of  three  halfpence  and  three  farthings,  none  were 
issued  in  previous  or  subsequent  reigns;  and  yet  Shakspeare,  with 
that  disregard  of  anachronism  in  such  matters  common  to  writers  of 
that  age,  finding  them  current  in  his  time,  speaks  of  them  as  if  they 
were  current  in  the  reign  of  John,  where  Falkonbrige,  ridiculing  the 
leanness  of  his  legitimate  elder  brother,  first  likens  him  to  a 
"half -faced  groat"  --  referring  to  the  new  made  groats  --  which  had 
a profile  instead  of  a full  face;  and  then,  referring  to  the  rose  on 
one  side  of  the  three  farthing  pieces,  he  says  he  would  not  own 

"A  face  so  thin 
That  in  mine  ear  I durst  not  stick  a rose, 

Lest  men  should  say  look  where  three  farthings  goes." 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  in  "The  Scornful  Lady,  " also  refer  to  these 
three  farthings,  which  had  a rose  like  the  6d.,  Z >d .,  and  3-l/2d.  of 
this  issue,  at  the  side  of  the  head,  the  erasure  of  which  made  them 
look  something  like  the  penny  of  her  earliest  coinage.  The  passage 
occurs  when  speaking  of  a culprit  who  should  be  "whipped,  and  then 
cropt,  for  washing  out  the  roses  in  three  farthings,  to  make  them 
pence. " 

In  the  year  1582,  these  three  farthings  and  three  halfpenny  pieces 
were  discontinued,  and  shillings,  half-groats,  and  pence,  were  re- 
vived, of  similar  types.  Upon  the  whole  of  this  coinage  the  date  was 
placed,  and  seldom  omitted  on  English  coins  afterwards.  The  small 
coins  of  this  reign  were  the  last  that  bore  the  place  of  mintage,  as 
"civitas,  London,  etc." 

But  the  great  event  in  the  coinage  of  this  reign  was  the  introduction 
of  the  mill  and  screw,  instead  of  the  hammer  and  punch  principle;  by 
which  reformation  in  their  mechanical  production,  coins  of  a much 
more  workmanlike  and  regular  appearance  were  produced.  Indeed  the 
regularity  of  this  process,  combined  with  the  placing  of  the  date  on 
the  coins,  were  the  cause  of  the  ultimate  discontinuance  of  mint 
marks,  previously  rendered  necessary  in  order  that  irregularities  in 
weight,  execution,  etc.  should  be  attributed  to  the  proper  mint  and 
mintage.  As  in  speaking  of  the  money  of  this  reign  in  particular, 

I have  had  frequent  occasion  to  mention  the  mint  marks,  or  privy  marks 
as  they  have  usually  been  called  in  the  mint,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
say  a word  of  the  use  and  nature  of  those  marks.  I may  therefore 
observe,  that  it  has  been  usual  from  old  time  to  oblige  the  masters 
and  workers  of  the  mint,  in  the  indentures  made  with  them,  "to  mark 
a privy  mark  in  all  the  money  that  they  made,  as  well  of  gold  as  of 
silver,  among  other  monies,  were  of  their  own  making  and  which  not." 
And  whereas,  after  every  trial  of  the  pix  (periodical  courts  of  in- 
quiry into  the  state  of  the  different  mints),  at  Westminister,  the 
masters  and  workers  of  the  mints,  having  there  proved  their  monies 
to  be  lawful  and  good,  were  "immediately  entitled  to  receive  their 
quietus  under  the  great  seal  and  to  be  discharged  from  all  suits  or 
actions  concerning  those  monies;"  it  was  then  usual  for  the  said 
masters  or  workers  to  change  the  privy  mark  before  used,  for  another, 
"that  so  the  money  from  which  they  were  not  yet  discharged  might  be 
distinguished  from  those  for  which  they  had  already  received  their 


quietus : which  new  mark  they  then  continued  to  stamp  upon  all  their 

monies,  until  another  trial  of  the  pix  also  gave  them  their  quietus 
concerning  those..  " 

The  pix  is  a strong  case  with  three  locks,  whose  keys  are  respective- 
ly kept  by  the  warden,  master,  and  comptroller  of  the  mint;  and  in 
which  are  deposited,  sealed  up  in  several  parcels,  certain  pieces 
taken  at  random  out  of  every  journey,  as  it  is  called,  that  is,  out 
of  every  fifteen  pounds  weight  of  gold,  and  sixty  pounds  weight  of 
silver,  before  the  same  is  delivered  to  the  proprietors.  And  this 
pix  is  from  time  to  time,  by  the  king's  command,  opened  at  Westminist 
er  in  the  presence  of  the  lord  chancellor,  the  lords  of  the  council, 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  the  justices  of  several 
benches,  and  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  before  whom  a trial  is  made 
by  a jury  of  goldsmiths  empanelled  and  sworn  for  that  purpose,  of 
the  collective  weights  of  certain  pieces  of  gold  and  silver  taken  at 
random  from  those  taken  from  the  pix.  After  which,  those  parcels 
being  severally  melted  down,  assays  are  made  of  the  bullion  of  gold 
and  silver  so  produced,  by  the  melting  certain  small  quantities  of 
the  same  against  equal  weights  taken  from  the  respective  trial  pieces 
of  gold  and  silver  that  are  deposited  and  kept  in  the  exchequer  for 
that  use. . 

This  is  called  the  trial  of  the  pix;  the  report  made  by  the  jury  upon 
that  trial  is  called  the  verdict  of  the  pix  for  the  time.  But  to  re- 
turn to  the  mill  money:  Folkes  says,  "The  maker  of  this  milled  money 
is  reported  to  have  been  one  Philip  Mastrelle,  a Frenchman,  who  event 
ually,  however,  fell  into  the  practice  of  coining  counterfeit  money, 
and  was  convicted,  and  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  27th  of  January,  1569-" 
But  Mr.  Hawkins  does  not  place  any  reliance  upon  this  statement,  and 
asserts  that  the  name  of  the  introducer  of  this  process  is  unknown, 
and  the  whole  history  of  its  employment  involved  in  obscurity.  The 
principal  feature  in  the  new  method  was  the  power  of  ornamenting  the 
edges  of  the  coins;  but  the  whole  appearance  of  the  money  so  produced 
was  more  workmanlike.  Most  of  the  milled  coins  in  this  reign  may  be 
distinguished  by  a star  of  five  points  at  the  end  of  the  legend. 

Some  patterns  of  half  crowns  exist  of  the  coinages  between  1561  and 
1575;  but  none  were  issued  till  l601  and  1602,  which  are  very  hand- 
some coins,  and  the  first  large  silver  that  had  been  coined  since  the 
death  of  Edward  VI.  There  are  also  shillings,  sixpences,  half  groats 
pennies,  and  half  pennies  of  this  coinage.  It  was  in  l60^  that  sil- 
ver was  made  of  less  weight,  and,  as  Folkes  tells  us,  "the  same  stan- 
dard of  value  as  it  has  ever  since  been  was  then  adopted." 

On  some  of  the  coins  of  Elizabeth  are 'found  stamped  the  arms  of 
Zealand;  others  have  H for  Holland,  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  so 
stamped  for  subsidies  taken  to  the  low  countries  by  Leicester. 

The  East  India  merchants  were  also  allowed  to  coin  what  have  been 
called  crowns,  half  crowns,  and  shillings,  for  circulation  in  their 
foreign  dealings,  but  which  were,  in  fact,  struck  to  accord  with  the 
weight  of  the  Spanish  piastre;  the  half,  the  quarter,  and  the  half 
quarter  of  the  same.  These  coins  have  been  called  the  portcullis 
money,  from  a large  portcullis  occupying  the  whole  of  the  reverse. 
They  are  handsome  pieces,  but  do  not  come  under  the  head  of  English 
coins  of  the  realm. 

It  will  appear  extraordinary  that,  notwithstanding  the  restoration 
of  the  English  coinage,  base  money  was  still  coined  for  Ireland;  as 
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though  unfairness  to,  and  oppression  of,  that  unfortunate  country, 
had  really  formed  part  of  a positive  system  with  the  English  govern- 
ment. 

The  gold  coins  of  this  reign  do  not  vary  much  from  those  of  Mary. 

There  was  the  double  rial  with  the  queen  on  the  throne,  and  the  rose 
reverse,  with  the  arms  in  the  centre.  The  rial  with  the  queen  in 
the  ship,  and  the  reverse  still  like  the  old  noble. 

There  were  two  standards  of  gold:  one  called  the  old  standard,  23-1/2 

carats  fine,  to  half  a carat  alloy,  one  pound  weight  of  which  was  to 
be  coined  into  24  sovereigns  of  30s.  (equal  to  3 6 of  20s.).  Another 
standard  of  22  carats  fine,  to  two  carats  of  alloy  (crown  gold)  of 
which  the  pound  weight  was  to  be  coined  into  only  33  sovereigns  of 
20s.  Afterwards,  about  10s.  more  was  made  from  the  pound  of  each 
standard. 

The  angels,  half  angels,  and  quarter  angels,  were  similar  to  those  of 
Mary  and  her  predecessors,  but  rather  better  executed  than  those  of 
Mary.  The  only  new  artistic  feature  of  the  gold  coinage  of  this 
reign  being  sovereigns,  half  sovereigns,  quarter  sovereigns,  half 
quarter  sovereigns,  of  a new  type.  During  this  reign  there  was  coin- 
ed, of  silver,  including  the  base  silver  of  Ireland,  £4,718,579  2s. 
8-1/ 2d.,  of  gold  £440,552  8s.  9-3/ 4d. 

JAMES  I,  1602  to  1625. 

The  first  silver  coins  issued  by  this  king,  soon  after  his  accession, 
were  crowns,  half  crowns,  shillings,  half  shillings,  pieces  of  two 
pennies,  pennies,  and  half  pennies. 

On  the  crowns  and  half  crowns  is  a figure  of  the  king  on  horseback, 
in  a similar  style  to  those  of  Edward  VI:  the  titles  read  -- 

"JACOBUS,  D.  G.  AUG-  SCO.  FRAN.  ET  HIB.  REX". 

On  the  reverse  are  the  arms  on  a garnished  shield,  but  in  the  usual 
form  (and  not  oval,  like  some  of  Edward  and  Mary),  having  the  motto, 
"exurgat  Deus  dissipentur  inimici". 

The  arms  of  Scotland,  and  also  Ireland,  were,  for  the  first  time, 
quartered  with  those  of  England  and  France.  The  shillings  and  six- 
pences had  the  king's  bust  in  profile,  crowned,  in  armor,  the  legend 
as  on  the  crowns,  and  having  respectively  XII  and  VI  behind  the  head, 
to  denote  the  value.  The  twopenny  pieces  and  pennies  were  the  same, 
with  the  exception  that  they  had  the  motto,  "Rosa  sine  spina",  and 
the  numerals  II  and  I;  the  reverse  having  the  arms  and  no  motto.  The 
half  pennies  were  like  those  of  Elizabeth,  with  a cross  on  one  side 
and  a portcullis  on  the  other.  Shillings  and  sixpences,  9 oz.  fine, 
were  now  coined  for  Ireland.  On  the  second  coinage  the  words  "MAG. 
BRIT.",  instead  of  "ANG.  SCO.",  were  used,  and  on  the  reverses  a 
new  and  appropriate  motto,  allusive  to  the  union  of  the  crowns,  was 
used,  "Que  Deus  conjunxit  nemo  separet."  The  shillings  were  the 
same  as  the  half  crowns  and  crowns,  with  the  exception  of  having  the 
king's  bust  only,  instead  of  the  figure  on  horseback.  The  twopenny 
pieces  had  a rose  on  one  side,  and  a thistle  on  the  other,  crowned, 
with  "I.D.G.  rosa  sine  spina"  on  one  side,  and  "tueatur  unita  Deus." 
The  pennies  had  the  rose  and  thistle  uncrowned  with  the  same  legends; 
and  the  half  pennies  the  simple  rose  and  thistle  without  mottos. 

These  several  pieces  now  continued  to  be  minted  without  alteration 
till  the  end  of  the  reign.  There  are  no  dates  on  the  coins  of  this 
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reign,  except  on  sixpences;  a caprice  in  their  favor  difficult  to 
explain;  but  the  succession  of  mint  marks  is  so  complete,  that  every 
issue  is  easily  distinguished  by  connoisseurs. 

Up  to  June  20,  1605,  the  fleur  de  lis  is  the  mint  mark;  up  to  July 
10,  1606,  another  mark;  till  June  30,  l60'7,  the  escallop  shell,  and 
so  on,  through  almost  every  remaining  year  of  the  reign,  a different 
mark;  such  as  the  bunch  of  grapes,  the  tower,  the  ton,  the  half  moon, 
etc.  Silver  was  exceedingly  scarce  during  a part  of  the  reign,  and 
the  issue  of  a light  coinage  was  seriously  contemplated,  but  the 
scheme  was  happily  abandoned.  A good  deal  of  silver  was  refined 
from  the  lead  mines  of  Wales,  and  coins  from  this  silver  always 
bore  the  Welsh  feathers. 

On  the  suggestions  of  James,  many  good  regulations  were  made  to  pre- 
vent clipping  and  other  modes  of  debasing  the  coinage,  and  the  char- 
ges of  mintage  were  reduced  in  order  to  tempt  merchants  and  others 
to  bring  bullion  more  readily  to  be  coined. 

The  first  gold  coins  of  James  I,  were  the  sovereigns  and  half  sover- 
eigns, having  the  king  in  armor  holding  the  orb  and  sceptre.  The 
reverse  having  the  arms  of  England  and  France  with  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land quarterly,  and  the  motto,  "Exurgat",  etc.,  etc.  After  the  coin- 
ing of  the  units  --  coins  of  similar  value  --  these  pieces  were  some- 
times called  sceptre  units;  the  late  sovereigns  of  the  above  type 
had  the  more  appropriate  motto,  "Faciam  eos  in  gentem  unam. " The 
double  crown  of  10s.  is  like  the  half  sovereign,  but  has  on  the 
reverse,  "Henricus  rosas  Regna  Jacobus".  The  British  crown  of  5s. 
was  similar.  The  thistle  crown  of  4s.  has  the  rose  of  England  on 
one  side  and  the  thistle  of  Scotland  on  the  other,  both  crowned,  the 
titles  round  the  rose,  with  "tueatur  unita  Deus"  round  the  thistle. 
There  was  also  a 2s.  6d.  piece,  with  the  king’s  head  and  "J.D.  rosa 
sine  spina",  and  on  the  reverse  the  arms,  and  the  same  motto  as  the 
last:  also  a crown  and  half  crown  similar,  but  with  "tueatur",  etc. 

The  pieces  coined  in  Scotland  only  differed  by  the  arms  of  Scotland 
occupying  the  first  place.  In  the  pieces  without  arms  there  was  no 
description,  except  the  mint  mark.  In  small  silver  pieces  the  thistle 
appears  without  the  rose.  The  pound  weight  of  gold  25-l/2  carats 
fine,  and  a l/ 2 carat  alloy,  was  next  coined  into  27  rose  rials  at 
50  shillings  each,  or  54  spur  rials  at  15  shillings  each;  or  it  was 
made  into  8l  angels  at  10  shillings  each.  The  spur  rial  has  the  king 
standing  between  the  fore  and  mizen  masts  of  a ship,  in  armor, 
crowned,  and  holding  a sword,  and  on  his  left  arm  a large  shield, 
with  his  arms,  etc.,  etc.;  the  reverse  is  the  device  of  the  old 
noble  of  Edward  III,  with  the  exception  of  the  blazing  sun  substituted 
for  part  of  the  cross  by  Edward  TV,  and  which  now  passed  as  a spur 
royal,  from  the  resemblance  of  the  rays  to  the  roivel  of  a spur. 

The  rose  rial  of  J>0  shillings  was  similar  to  those  of  the  preceding 
reigns,  except  that  the  king  appears  in  the  regular  parliamentary 
robes.  The  motto  on  the  reverse  of  the  rose  rial  and  spur  rial  is 
"A.  Dno.  factum  est  istud  et  est  mirabile."  The  angels  of  this  issue 
were  very  nearly  of  the  old  device.  English  gold  coins  being  above 
the  standard  of  value  of  these  of  the  continent,  their  value  was 
raised  by  proclamation  as  follows:  sovereign  20  to  22  shillings; 

double  crown,  10  to  11  shillings,  and  so  on  in  proportion.  At  the 
same  time  regulations  were  made  as  to  the  rates  at  which  foreign  gold 
and  silver,  in  coin  and  in  the  ingot,  should  be  purchased.  It  was 
next  arranged  that  the  pound  weight  of  gold  of  the  old  standard  of 
25-1/2  carats  fine,  should  now  be  coined  into  £44. 
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It  being  found  that  the  irregular  sums  at  which  the  gold  coins  were 
now  rated  was  extremely  inconvenient,  a new  gold  coinage  was  deter- 
mined on.  These  coins  were  to  be  of  the  highest  standard,  now  termed 
angel  gold.  First,  a thirty  shilling  piece,  having  the  king  in  his 
parliament  robes  (still  called  a royal  rial),  the  figure  finely  exe- 
cuted in  a new  style,  but  the  mottos  the  same;  the  reverse  of  the 
old  rose  rial,  however,  being  abandoned  for  the  royal  arms.  Second, 
a fifteen  shilling  piece  of  new  device,  having  a lion,  surmounted 
by  the  numerals  XXX,  holding  a shield,  with  the  numerals  XV,  J.,  and 
the  titles;  and  on  the  reverse  the  old  device  of  the  noble,  with 
the  sun  of  Edward  VI,  with  "A.  Dno.",  etc.  Third,  a ten  shilling 
piece,  or  angel,  with  the  old  devices  of  the  angel  and  ship  greatly 
improved,  and  having  the  royal  arms  on  the  sail,  and  another  pattern 
having  the  ship  scooped  out  to  receive  a large  shield  with  the  arms. 
Of  crown  gold  new  units  were  made,  having  the  king's  head  laureated 
in  the  Roman  style  - for  the  first  time  on  modern  English  coins  - 
the  reverse,  the  royal  arms,  crowned,  and  the  mottos  as  on  the  first 
mentioned  units.  These  pieces  were  soon  called  "laurels".  There  was 
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a ten  shilling  and  a five  shilling  of  the  same  pattern.  Standard 
or  angel  gold  was  now  coined  into  £44,  10s.,  and  crown  gold  into  £41. 

The  first  gold  coinage  of  James  was  of  the  same  standard  as  those  of 
the  last  of  Elizabeth  - namely,  the  pound  weight  of  gold  of  22  carats 
fine,  and  2 alloy,  to  make  33  sovereigns  and  a half  at  20s.  each. 

Next  the  pound  weight  of  the  same  gold  was  coined  into  37  units  at 
twenty  shillings  each,  and  a thistle  crown  of  three  shillings,  be- 
cause the  English  gold  coins  had  long  been  of  more  value  than  those 
of  other  nations,  and  had  been  exported  for  melting  - from  the  true 
proportion  of  the  relative  values  of  gold  and  silver  not  having  been 
properly  understood  in  England. 

CHARLES  I,  1625  to  1646. 

A coinage  was  soon  issued  in  this  reign,  of  the  same  purity  and 
weight  as  those  of  the  last;  namely  7 21-33  grains  to  the  silver 
penny,  which  had  been  8 grains  in  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth,  but  was 
reduced  to  the  above  weight  late  in  her  reign.  It  is  remarkable 
that  during  the  gradual  waste  of  his  resources  in  the  civil  wars  no 
debasement  in  the  coinage  took  place;  the  very  crudest  of  the  coins 
of  Charles,  which  are  termed  siege  pieces,  being  of  the  proper  purity 
and  weight. 

The  first  silver  coins  of  this  reign  were  of  the  same  value  and  de- 
nomination as  those  of  James.  Crowns,  half  crowns,  shillings,  half 
shillings,  two-pennies,  pennies,  and  half  pennies:  the  four  large 
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pieces  had  "Carolus  D.  G.  Mag.  Brit.  Fra.  et  Hib.  Rex."  round  a veil 
executed  bust  of  the  king,  and  the  reverse  of  the  royal  arms,  as  in 
the  last  reign,  but  with  the  motto  "Cristo,  auspice,  regno".  Pennies 
and  half  pennies  were  like  those  of  James,  except  that  they  had  the 
rose  on  both  sides,  with  "C.D.G.  rosa  sine  spina"  on  the  obverse,  and 
"Jus.  Thronum  firmat"  on  the  reverse.  But  these  pennies,  etc.  were 
soon  followed  by  others  having  the  king's  bust,  and  the  numerals  II 
and  I;  and  on  the  reverse  the  oval  shield,  with  "justitia  Thronum 
firmat"  for  motto.  The  oval  shield,  somewhat  ornamented,  was  soon 
after  adopted  for  the  larger  pieces  also,  with  sometimes  C.R.  on 
either  side.  The  shillings  and  sixpences  represent  the  king  in  the 
dress  of  the  day,  and  three  changes  of  fashion  may  be  traced  in  them. 
He  is  first  seen  in  the  stiff  ruff,  much  like  that  of  the  reigns  of 
Elizabeth  and  James,  then  in  a limber  or  falling  one,  and  lastly,  in 
a simply  falling  collar,  edged  with  lace,  as  we  see  him  in  most  of 
the  pictures  of  Vandyke.  On  some  of  these  pieces  of  his  early  coin- 
ages he  appears  in  his  parliamentary  robes,  but  eventually  both  these 
style  dissappeared,  and  he  was  constantly  represented  in  armor,  but 
with  the  falling  lace  collar.  The  crowns  and  half  crowns  have  the 
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king  constantly  on  horseback,  in  armor.  But  the  whole  coinage  of 
the  reign  is  extremely  irregular  both  in  design  and  execution,  and 
an  immense  number  of  trifling  variations  occur  - far  too  numerous  for 
the  limits  of  this  volume  to  allude  to  in  detail. 


None  of  those  coined  in  the  tower  were  dated,  but  the  mint  marks  af- 
ford sure  indications  of  the  dates.  To  January,  1625,  they  are  mark- 
ed with  the  trefoil,  to  January,  1626;  with  the  fleur  de  lis,  and  so 
on.  This  refers  especially  to  the  London  coinage;  but  in  this  reign 
there  were  extensive  coinages  of  all  the  silver  coins  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom  even  before  the  troubles.  Those  of  the  York  mint  are 
beautifully  executed,  and  have  a lion  passant  gardant  for  mint  mark, 
also  the  word  "Ebor",  (York).  It  is  supposed  the  York  mint  was  es- 
tablished when  Strafford  was  president  of  the  north,  and  some  were 
probably  coined  when  the  king  was  at  York,  during  his  magnificient 
progress  to  Scotland.  There  was  also  established  a permanent  mint 
in  his  thirteenth  year  at  Aberystwith,  for  refining  and  coining  the 
silver  produced  from  the  Welsh  lead  mines.  The  coins  of  this  mint 
may  be  known  by  the  Welsh  feathers.  Several  coins  of  this  reign 
appear  to  have  been  produced  by  the  mill  and  screw,  under  the  direc- 


tion, it  is  supposed,  of  Nicholas  Briot,  who  had  been  chief  engraver 
of  the  French  monies.  His  coins  may  be  known  by  having  the  letter  B 
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upon  them,  but  their  superiority  consists  chiefly  in  the  mechanical 
execution,  for  the  engravings  of  other  artists  of  the  time  are  more 
spiritied.  Mr.  Le  Blanc,  author  of  the  "Traite  historique  des  mon- 
noyes  de  France",  says,  speaking  of  Briot's  residence  in  England  - 
"Ou  ne  manqua  pas  se  servir  de  ses  machines,  et  de  faire  par  son 
moyen  les  plus  belles  monnoyes  du  monde."  He  afterwards  returned 
to  France,  where  certain  regulations  were  altered  which  had  caused 
him  to  leave  in  disgust.  His  return  probably  prevented  the  permanent 
establishment  of  the  mill  and  screw  in  England  at  that  time.  He, 
however,  prepared  many  patterns,  which  never  came  into  circulation, 
and  these  are  much  prized  in  cabinets,  for  their  rarity. 

In  the  year  1642,  when  the  king  was  at  Nottingham,  just  about  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  he  received  as  a loan  from  the  uni- 
versities, nearly  all  their  plate,  which  was  to  be  repaid  at  so 
much  per  oz.  for  the  white  silver,  and  so  much  extra  for  the  gilt 
silver.  Some  of  this  was  paid  out  in  its  original  form  to  be  sold 
for  the  pay  of  the  troops;  and  so  much  of  it  as  was  coined,  says 
Mr.  Folkes,  was  minted  probably  at  York.  The  king  soon  after  removed 
to  Shrewsbury,  where  the  master  of  the  Welsh  mint,  Mr.  Bushell, 
was  ordered  to  join  the  king,  and  money  was  coined  there,  but  with 
what  particular  male  is  unknown  - probably  the  Welsh  feathers.  Little, 
however,  was  done,  for  Clarendon  say,  "it  was  indeed  more  for  repu- 
tation than  use,  for,  in  the  absence  of  sufficient  workmen  and  in- 
struments, they  could  not  coin  a thousand  pounds  a week. " 

After  the  defeat  at  Edgehill,  the  king  removed  the  mint  of  Aberyst- 
with  to  Oxford,  to  coin  there  in  the  Mew  Inn  Hall,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Bushell  and  Sir  William  Parkhurst,  all  the  remaining  plate  of 
the  colleges.  In  this  mint  there  appears  to  have  been  coined  a 
large  quantity  of  money,  both  of  gold  and  silver,  and  as  it  was 
still  considered  the  Welsh  mint,  only  removed,  the  Welsh  mark  of  the 
feathers  was  still  continued.  The  money  coined  at  Oxford  did  not 
differ  materially  from  that  previously  coined;  there  are  several 
varieties  of  types,  and  a great  variety  of  degrees  of  excellence  in 
the  execution;  some  being  of  very  mean  design,  and  others  very  ex- 
cellent. The  silver  twenty  shilling  and  ten  shilling  pieces,  how- 
ever, are  peculiar  to  this  mint,  and  to  this  period,  for  no  other 
such  pieces  occur  in  the  annals  of  the  English  coinage.  The  best 
executed  of  these  twenty  shilling  pieces  is  a very  noble  coin,  having 
the  king  on  horseback,  crowned,  and  in  armor,  the  horse  trampling 
upon  arms  and  trophies,  surrounded  by  the  usual  titles;  the  reverse 
has  the  motto,  "Exurgat  Deus,  " etc.,  with  "Relig.  prot.  leg.  aug. 
liber,  par.  ",  dated  l644,  alluding  to  his  declaration  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  that  he  would  protect  "the  protestant  religion,  the 
laws  and  liberties  of  his  subjects,  and  the  privileges  of  parliament". 
There  is  also  a very  beautiful  crown  of  this  mint  with  a view  of  the 
city,  and  the  word  "Oxon"  above  it,  seen  beneath  the  horse.  The 
smaller  pieces  had  the  king's  head  as  previously,  but  the  reverses 
were  like  those  of  the  great  twenty  shilling  piece  described  above. 
Some  of  the  half  shillings  and  groats  have  an  open  book  as  mint  mark. 

This  coining  down  of  the  plate  of  the  colleges  caused  the  barbarous 
destruction  of  many  relics  of  the  highest  antiquity;  but  such  are 
the  inevitable  consequences  of  civil  war,  for  in  1644,  the  commons 
house  of  parliament,  with  equal  recklessness,  ordered  all  the  Icing's 
plate  in  the  tower  to  be  melted  down  and  coined,  notwithstanding  a 
remonstrance  from  the  lords,  alleging  that  the  curious  workmanship 
of  the  ancient  plate  was  worth  more  than  the  metal.  This  remonstrance 


had  no  effect,  and  beautiful  historic  monuments  of  art  went  pell-mell 
to  the  crucible.  On  many  occasions  during  the  most  disastrous  for- 
tunes of  the  king  in  the  latter  part  of  the  civil  war,  his  partisans 
were  under  the  necessity  of  striking  money  in  a rude  manner,  by  coin- 
ing down  ther  plate  for  the  relief  of  their  men.  By  which  course  as 
many  magnificient  family  monuments  perished,  as  national  ones  had 
done  by  the  sacrifices  at  Oxford  and  at  the  tower.  The  first  of  this 
sort  of  money,  since  called  siege  pieces,  was  coined  at  Dublin;  it 
consisted  merely  of  weighed  pieces  of  plate  stamped  with  numerals  to 
denote  its  current  value,  and  some  had  C.  R.  under  a crown. 

In  1645,  when  Carlisle  was  defended  by  Sir  Thomas  Glemham  for  the 
king,  he  coined  down  plate  into  shillings,  etc.  with  the  King's  head 
very  rudely  done.  Some  are  stamped  with  a castle,  and  numerals  to 
denote  the  value  - for  instance,  those  struck  during  the  siege  of 
the  castle  of  Scarborough.  Others  have  a ruinous  castle,  with 
"Carolus  fortuna  resurgam". 

Whilst  Pontefract  castle  was  defended,  the  coin  stamped  there  had 
the  motto,  "dum  spiro  spero".  This  castle  was  defended  by  Colonel 
John  Morris  seven  weeks  after  the  execution  of  the  king;  and  after 
that  event  this  staunch  royalist  struck  coins  in  the  name  of  Charles 
II.  The  shillings  at  this  time  were  of  an  octagonal  shape,  with 
"Carolus  secundus,  1648",  round  the  figure  of  the  castle,  and  the 
reverse  had  "post  mortem  patris  pro  filio."  Of  these  irregular 
coins,  or  siege  pieces,  there  is  a great  variety  both  of  gold  and 
silver.  Some  have  doubted  the  authenticity  of  this  money,  on  account 
of  the  silence  of  contemporary  documents.  But  of  pieces  of  Ponte- 
fract, Sir  H.  Ellis  has  recently  discovered  the  contemporary  notice 
required.  It  is  contained  in  a newspaper  of  the  times  - "The  King- 
dom's Faithful  and  Impartial  Scout",  February  5>  1648;  in  which  some 
of  the  square  Pontefract  shillings,  found  on  a royalist  prisoner  by 
the  republicans,  are  described  as  being  stamped  on  one  side  with  a 
castle,  and  the  letters  P.C.,  and  on  the  other  with  a crown,  having 
C.  R.  on  each  side  of  it:  a perfectly  correct  description,  with  the 

exception  of  mistaking  the  C for  0,  which  does,  in  fact,  in  some 
specimens  appear  nearly  round.  In  this  reign  were  coined  also  pieces 
for  circulation  in  New  England  by  Lord  Baltimore,  who  was  privileged 
to  strike  money  with  his  own  portrait. 

The  gold  coinage  of  this  reign  is  not  various.  The  fine  old  sover- 
eigns, or  rials,  with  the  king  enthroned,  as  also  the  nobles,  were 
finally  abandoned  after  the  beginning  of  the  reign;  but  a small 
coinage  of  angels  was  issued,  similar  to  those  of  James  I,  with  the 
amrs  on  the  sail. 

The  principal  coins  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  were  - the  unit, 
or  broad  piece  (twenty  shillings),  with  its  half  and  quarter;  first 
with  the  old  shield  garnished,  and  subsequently  with  the  oval  shield; 
some  having  on  the  reverse  the  motto,  "florent  concordia  Regna"; 
others  "cultoris  sui  Deus  protegit",  the  largest  pieces  had  XX  behind 
the  head;  the  next  X,  and  the  smallest  V,  to  indicate  their  value. 

The  gold  pieces  struck  at  Oxford  were  three  pounds,  pounds,  and  ten 
shilling  pieces,  having  a head  of  the  king  very  meanly  executed, 
holding  the  olive  branch  as  well  as  the  sword;  and  having  on  the 
reverse  the  motto  "exurgat",  etc.  and  "Relig.pro. ",  etc.  The  large 
piece  had  the  numerals  III  on  the  reverse,  the  lesser  pieces  XX  and 
X respectively,  behind  the  head.  The  ten  shilling  pieces  are  without 
the  olive  branch  and  sword  of  the  larger  ones. 
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New  proclamations  were  again  issued  in  this  reign  against  private 
farthing  tokens,  but  no  good  remedy  applied  to  inconvenience  that 
which  called  them  into  existence,  though  the  privilege  of  making 
authorized  farthings  was  granted  to  the  Duchess  of  Richmond,  and 
others,  for  seventeen  years.  These  farthings  were  issued  below 
their  intrinsic  value,  causing  endless  discontent  and  disturbance 
throughout  the  reign.  There  were  likewise  siege  pieces  of  gold  struck. 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  OL.  CROMWELL,  l648  to  1660. 

The  commonwealth,  with  the  energetic  Cromwell  as  its  directing  genius, 
proceeded  at  once  to  effect  great  changes  in  the  coinage.  The  royal 
arms  were  thrown  aside,  and  the  simple  cross  of  St.  George,  as  the 
suitable  badge  of  Puritanical  England,  was  adopted.  It  was  placed 


Commonwealth  Crown,  1655* 


within  a palm  and  an  olive  branch,  and  had  for  legend,  "The  Common- 
wealth of  England",  in  good  plain  English.  On  the  reverse  were  two 
joined  shields,  one  bearing  the  cross  of  St.  George,  the  other  the 
harp  of  Ireland,  and  the  motto  also  in  English,  "God  with  us",  and 
the  date;  that  of  the  first  being  1649*  Sir  Robert  Harley,  who  had 
formerly  been  master  of  the  mint  for  the  late  king,  though  he  had 
accepted  a reappointment  from  the  parliament,  yet  refused  to  carry 
into  effect  this  innovation  in  the  types  of  the  coins,  and  Aaron 
Guerdain,  doctor  of  physic,  was  appointed  in  his  place,  under  whose 
direction  the  change  was  effected. 

The  change  consisted  of  crowns,  half  crowns,  shillings  and  half 
shillings,  and  pieces  of  two  pence,  a penny  and  a half  penny.  The 
larger  pieces  all  bore  the  same  devices,  with  the  exception  of  being 
marked  with  Roman  numerals  to  indicate  their  value.  The  smaller 
pieces  had  no  mottos,  and  the  half  penny  had  simply  the  cross  on 
one  side,  and  the  harp  on  the  other. 

On  the  perfect  restoration  of  tranquility,  and  the  cooling  down  of 
the  national  mind  from  the  turmoil  and  excitement  of  the  civil  war, 
towards  1654,  the  commonwealth  resolved  to  avail  themselves  of  all 
the  most  recent  improvements  in  coining  already  adopted  by  several 
continental  nations.  It  was  determined  that  in  beauty  of  mechanical 
execution  the  coins  of  this  nation  should  not  be  behind  any  in  the 
world,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  Pierre  Blondeau,  a Frenchman, 
an  artist  who  had  carried  to  perfection  the  most  approved  modes  of 
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stamping  coin  by  the  mill  and  screw,  was  invited  to  England. 

On  his  arrival,  he  produced  patterns  of  half  crowns,  shillings,  and 
half  shillings,  coined  by  the  new  mill  and  screw,  by  which  means  a 
legend  was  impressed  for  the  first  time  upon  the  edge.  One  half 
crown  bore  on  the  edge  "truth  and  peace,  1651,  Petrus  Blondeaus"; 
another,  "in  the  third  yeare  of  freedome  by  God’s  blessing  restored." 
The  shillings  and  sixpences  were  beautifully  grained  on  the  edges, 
and  the  pieces  were  brought  to  their  true  weight  with  the  utmost 
exactness.  They  finally  engaged  with  Blondeau  to  work  these  pieces, 
which  bore  the  usual  device  of  the  commonwealth.  But  no  issue  was 
ever  made  of  them;  they  can  therefore  only  be  considered  as  patterns, 
and  are  very  rare.  The  established  workers  of  the  mint  also  sent  in 
fresh  rival  patterns,  one  of  which  had  the  double  shield,  supported 
by  winged  figures,  with  motto  "guarded  by  angels."  In  the  end,  the 
opposition  of  the  existing  functionaries  in  the  mint  frustrated  the 
schemes  of  Blondeau,  who  was  prevented  from  carrying  into  effect 
his  projected  reforms;  an  interesting  paper  on  which  subject  will  be 
found  in  the  transactions  of  the  Numismatic  Society,  6.26l.  The  screw 
process  was,  however,  adopted,  though  without  the  immediate  aid  of 
Blondeau,  who  appears  to  have  been  ill  used.  In  the  latter  part  of 
his  protectorate,  after  his  second  solemn  investure,  Cromwell  caused 
coins  to  be  executed  bearing  his  bust,  but  it  is  supposed  that  few, 
if  any,  were  issued,  as  coins  of  the  old  type  of  the  same  date  are 
much  more  numerous;  they  must  therefore  be  regarded  as  patterns. 

They  are  exceedingly  well  executed  by  the  mill  process,  and  have  the 
laureated  bust  of  the  Protector,  with  "Olivar  D.G.R.P.Ang.Sco.Hib. 
etc.,  Pro",  assuming  the  title  of  Protector  of  the  Republic  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland,  but  substituting  "etc."  for  France. 

This  bust  is  the  work  of  the  celebrated  Simon,  and  most  beautifully 
executed,  in  a manner  far  superior  in  point  of  art  to  anything  that 
had  ever  been  seen  upon  an  English  coin  before.  The  crowns  and  half 
crowns  are  indeed  most  remarkable  medals,  as  regards  both  the  en- 
graver's and  the  coiner's  art.  The  reverse  has  a crowned  shield,  with 
the  arms  of  England,  (the  cross)  of  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  and  "Pax 
quaeritur  bello".  The  crowns  and  half  crowns  have  letters  beautifully 
impressed  on  the  edge,  the  shillings  and  sixpences  being  very  neatly 
grained.  They  were  the  best  executed  coins  that  had  been  issued 
from  the  English,  or  perhaps  any  other  mint.  The  silver  standard 
adopted  by  the  commonwealth  was  11  oz.  2 drs.  fine,  and  18  drs.  alloy. 
The  gold  coins  bore  the  same  devices  and  mottos  as  the  silver  ones, 
and  were  simply  twenty  shilling,  ten,  and  five  shilling  pieces:  the 

twenty  shilling  pieces  contained  3 dwts.  20  grs.  of  22  carats  gold. 

On  the  gold  coin  the  bust  is  represented  without  drapery,  a distinc- 
tion subsequently  adopted  in  succeeding  coinages  up  to  George  III, 
with  the  exception  of  those  of  Queen  Anne,  who  somewhat  fastidiously 
objected,  on  the  score  of  delicacy.  Some  few  of  her  gold  coins 
nevertheless  exist  without  the  drapery,  but  they  are  probably  only 
suppressed  patterns.  This  twenty  shilling  piece  of  the  Protector 
appears  much  smaller  than  the  previous  pieces,  but  is  is  much  thicker, 
the  milled  pieces  becoming  generally  smaller  and  thicker  than  the 
previous  hammered  ones.  The  trials  of  copper  farthings  which  had 
been  attempted  in  James  I.  were  again  made  during  the  commonwealth, 
but  it  is  supposed  not  issued. 

(To  be  Continued  --  The  next  reprint  will  cover  the  coinage  from 
Charles  II,  l660  to  1684  up  to  the  early  years  of  Victoria. ) 
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COINS  OF  POLAND’S 
PI  AST  DYNASTY 


by  Arthur  J.  Majewski 

(About  the  author:  Arthur  J.  Majewski,  recipient  of  the  Roetke  Me- 

morial Literary  Award  of  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society  for 
1974,  is  an  an  attorney,  educator  and  avid  Polish  coin  collector. 

His  collection  of  said  coinage  is  regarded  to  be  the  most  complete 
in  the  United  States.  A representative  display  of  Majewski 's  Polish 
coins  was  recently  exhibited  at  the  Money  Museum  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Detroit. 

Mr.  Majewski  is  a vice  president  of  the  Polish  American  Congress, 
Michigan  Division  and  a past  president  of  the  Advocates  Bar  Associ- 
ation. He  is  also  a member  of  the  Nationalities  Council  of  Mighian, 
Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society,  Polish  National  Alliance,  The 
Orders  and  Medals  Society  of  America,  The  Polish  National  Fund,  Inc., 
Numismatics  International,  and  Michigan  Antique  Arms  Collectors.) 


With  aristocracy  probably  not  overly  appreciated  in  present  day  Pol- 
and, an  event  of  great  moment  could  pass  without  mention.  On  Novem- 
ber 21,  1975,  we  will  observe  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  extinction 
of  the  royal  dynasty  of  Piasts.  This  ancient  family  was  the  first 
historic  dynasty  of  Poland  as  well  as  being  the  only  national  dynasty 
of  that  nation  and  state.  True,  the  Lech  family  was  in  all  probabil- 
ity Polish  in  origin,  but  all  information  about  them  is  purely  legen- 
dary. That  is  not  to  infer  all  knowledge  of  the  Piasts  is  factual. 
History  records  in  some  detail  Poland’s  first  Christian  ruler, 

Mieszko  I.  Further,  there  is  mention  of  his  father  (Ziemomysl),  his 
grandfather  (Leszek),  and  his  great  grandfather  (Ziemowit).  However, 
the  information  pre-dating  Mieszko  I is  fragmented,  incomplete  and 
questionable. 

Except  for  any  qualifications  contained  in  the  preceding  paragraph, 
the  Piast  dynasty  ruled  Poland  from  time  immemorial,  and  ruled  it 
well.  The  list  of  known  historical  Piast  monarchs  follows: 


Mieszko  I 

Bole slaw  I Chrobry 

Mieszko  II 

Kazimierz  I Odnowiciel 
Boleslaw  II  Smialy 
Wladyslaw  I Herman 
Boleslaw  III  Krzywousty 
Wladyslaw  II 
Boleslaw  IV  Kedzierzawy 
Mieszko  III  Stary 
Kazimierz  II  Sprawiedliwy 
Leszek  Bialy 
Wladyslaw  Laskonogi 
Henryk  I Brodaty 
Henryk  II  Pobozny 


963-992 

992-1025 

1025-1034 

IO38-IO58 

1058-1079 

1079-1102 

1102-1138 

II38-HI6 

1146-1173 

1173-1177 

1177-1194 

1194-1227 

1228-1231 

1228-1238 

1238-1241 
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Boleslav  V Wstydliwy 
Leszek  Czamy 
Henryk  Probus 
Przemyslav  II 
Wladyslaw  Lokietek 
Kazimierz  Wielki 


12^3-1279 

1279-1288 

1289-1290 

1295-1296 

1506-1333 

1333-1370 


In  all  of  Poland's  history,  but  one  king  was  dubbed  "Great",  this 
being  Kazimierz  Wielki,  a Piast.  However,  all  Poland's  rulers  named 
Boleslav  were  truly  great,  and  all  Boleslavs  were  Piasts.  Thus,  ve 
observe  that  only  one  Polish  monarch  not  a Piast,  would  fulfill  the 
requirements  to  be  listed  in  this  elite  classification.  This  non- 
Piast  was  Stefan  Batory,  a Transylvanian.  That  is  not  to  say  there 
were  no  other  great  men  among  Poland's  monarchs.  There  were  great 
men  like  King  Stanislav  Leszczynski,  but  they  were  not  great  kings. 
All  great  kings,  save  one,  were  Piasts. 


The  main  branch  of  the  family,  the  royal  branch,  expired  with  Kazimierz 
Wielki  in  1370*  However,  two  ducal  branches  survived,  one  in  Masovia 
and  the  other  in  Slask  (Silesia).  The  Masovian  branch  terminated  in 
1526.  This  left  one  branch  --  the  Silesian  Dukes. 

The  Slask  (Silesian)  Branch  of  Piast  Dynasty 


Joachim  Fredrick 
(Duke  of  Brzeg,  Wolov,  Legnica) 
died  1602 

I 

! 

I 


€ 


I 

t 

I 

Jan  Krystian 
(Duke  of  Brzeg) 
died  1639 

t 

f 

I 


I 

I 


George  Rudolph 
(Duke  of  Legnica) 
died  1653  childless 


t 

f 

! 

George  III 
(Duke  of  Brzeg) 
died  1 66b  childless 


T I 

t r 

t T 

Ludvik  IV  Christian 

(Duke  of  Legnica)  (Duke  of  Wolow) 

died  1663  childless  J 


George  Wilhelm 

(Duke  of  Brzeg,  Wolow,  Legnica) 

died  1675 


The  survival  of  the  dynasty  appeared  assured  on  the  death  of  Jan 
Krystian,  Duke  of  Brzeg  (Brieg).  He  left  three  sons:  George  III, 

Duke  of  Brzeg;  Ludwik  IV,  Duke  of  Legnica  (Liegnitz);  and  Christian 
II  (Duke  of  Wolow  (Ohlau).  Of  the  three  brothers,  Christian  gravi- 
tated most  toward  Poland,  being  the  least  Germanized  of  the  three. 
Actually  Christian  dreamt  of  re-establishing  the  Piast  dynasty  in 
Poland,  where  at  the  time  no  dynasty  ruled,  and  the  kings  of  Poland 
were  individually  elected  by  the  nobility.  The  pragmatic  realization 
that  being  a Calvinist,  thus  not  palatable  to  the  Catholic  aristoc- 
racy of  Poland,  prompted  Christian  to  abandon  his  plans  of  entering 
his  name  as  candidate  for  the  Polish  crown  after  King  Jan  Kazimierz 's 
reign.  Prior  to  this  change  of  position,  Christian  intended  to  bestow 
a Polish  name  on  his  youngest  son,  thinking  this  would  facilitate 
his  designs  on  the  Polish  throne.  Christian's  intentions  on  the 
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naming  of  his  youngest  son  were  thwarted  by  his  wife,  Louise,  a Gemnan 
Duchess,  and  their  youngest  son  became  George  Wilhelm. 

Plans  of  men  are  built  on  sand.  Ludwik  IV  died  in  1 663  in  a tourna- 
ment in  Mecklenberg.  George  III  died  a year  later  in  1664.  This 
left  the  surviving  brother,  Christian,  uniting  the  three  duchies  of 
Legnica,  Brzeg  and  Wolow  under  himself.  At  this  point  only  two 
Piasts  survived,  Christian  and  his  son,  George  Wilhelm.  The  latter 
inheritied  all  three  duchies  on  the  death  of  the  father  in  1672. 

Hence,  George  Wilhelm  was  the  Duke  of  Legnica,  Brzeg  and  Wolow,  but 
due  to  his  minority,  his  mother,  Louise,  was  appointed  Regent.  At 
age  15,  the  regency  was  terminated  by  Emperor  Leopold  I,  but  unfort- 
unately George  Wilhelm  lived  only  eight  months  more,  and  died  November 

21,  1675- 

The  extinction  of  the  Piasts  revived  full  claim  to  Silesia  by  Poland. 
Prance  advised  and  encouraged  Poland  to  exercise  the  right,  but  Jan 
III  Sobieski,  King  of  Poland,  directed  his  attention  to  the  Polish- 
Turkish  wars  waging  at  the  moment. 

3o  terminated  the  dynasty.  But  what  of  its  coins?  The  earliest  known 
coin  of  the  Piasts  is  the  oldest  known  coin  of  Poland.  Although  the 
coins  of  the  forebears  of  Poland  are  numerous,  no  coins  of  Poland 
or  the  Piasts  have  been  discovered  of  a time  preceding  the  denar  of 
Mieszko  I.  This  is  not  to  say  none  exist,  but  merely  that  none  have 
been  found.  Needless  to  say,  Ziemowit,  Leszek  and  Ziemomysl  left  no 
coins . 

Of  the  known  Piast  coins,  those  can  be  divided  into  three  main  groups: 
-hick  denars,  thin  denars  and  bracteats. 


Thick  flat  denar  of 
Bole slaw  I 
(992-1025  A.D.) 

Obverse:  Church;  Reverse: 

The  thick  denars  were  minted  in  the  10th  and  11th  centuries.  This 
group  was  further  subdivided  into  two  distinct  types,  some  were  thick 
flat  coins,  and  the  remainder  had  a flanged  edge.  The  flange  was 
quite  distinct.  The  minting  process  as  well  as  the  rationale  there- 
fore remain  a mystery  to  this  day.  The  thick  flat  coins  averaged 
;.8.4  mm  in  diameter  and  1.5  grams  in  weight,  while  the  flanged  coins 
averaged  l4.1  mm  in  diameter  and  0.82  grams  in  weight.  Caution 
should  be  stressed.  Some  flanged  coins  were  very  tiny  with  a diameter 
of  only  5»5  nun. 

The  second  group  of  coins  consisted  of  the  thin  denars.  These  were 
struck  in  the  12th  century.  Battle  scenes  of  men  against  animals 
were  depicted  on  these  coins.  Other  countries  of  Europe  illustrated 
similar  scenes  on  their  coinage  at  that  time. 


Bishop's  strike  of  11th 
century.  This  coin  is  twice 
as  thick  at  the  rim  than  inside 
Cross  the  rim. 
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Thin  denar  of  Boleslaw  IV  (1146-1173  AD). 
Obverse:  King  sitting  on  throne. 

Reverse:  Saint  Albertus ' face  in  box. 

The  thin  denars  averaged  13*3  nun  in  diameter  and  O.58  grams. 


Bracteat  of  the  13th  century. 

Coin  of  Slask. 

(impression  of  obverse  is  seen  on 
the  reverse  of  coin.) 

The  third  and  last  group  were  the  bracteats  of  the  11th  to  13th 
centuries.  Bracteats  remain  a mystery  as  to  reason  for  mintage. 

Some  authorities  even  claim  they  were  not  coins  at  all,  but  tokens  of 
a noble's  lordship  of  an  area. 


Fifteen  kreuzer  coin  of  the  last  Piast, 

George  Wilhelm.  The  legend  reads: 

"GEORGIVS  WILHELM  D-G.  DVX  SILE. " 

(George  Wilhelm  by  grace  of  God,  Duke 
of  Silesia. ) 

The  Piasts  did  mint  some  grosz  (groat)  coins,  some  gold  coins,  and 
some  coins  with  German  background  (like  kreuzers  in  Silesia).  But 
these  deviated  from  the  general  rule  that  the  basic  monetary  unit  of 
the  Piasts  was  the  denar. 

Coins  of  the  Piasts  were  minted  in  Wilkopolska,  Wroclaw  (Breslau), 
Krakow,  Kruszwica,  Czerwien,  Gniezno,  Poznan,  Kalisz,  Plock,  Ino- 
wroclaw,  Sandomierz,  Sieradz,  Raciborz  (Ratibor),  Krosno,  Legnica, 
(Continued  on  page  3^3) 
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Notgeld  notes  of  Hamelin  continue  fantasy 

THE  TRUTH  ABOUT 
THE  LEGENDARY 
PIED  PIPER 


by  Joseph  Cassidy 


(Editor's  Note:  The  following  expose'  comes  to  the  NI  Bulletin 

through  the  courtesy  of  the  National  Enquirer  newspaper  and  was  sub- 
mitted by  NI  member  Bud  Butterworth  who  had  requested  usage  and  per- 
mission. We  sincerely  thank  the  Enquirer  and  Mr.  Butterworth,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Cassidy.  Photos  are  of  actual  notes  and  were  submitted 
by  NI's  Associate  Editor,  Dick  Upton <> ) 


The  real  Pied  Piper of  Hamelin  was  the  medieval  equivalent  of  a modern 
day  real  estate  promoter  who  lured  young  men  and  women,  not  children, 
out  of  the  city,  according  to  two  German  scholars. 

One  of  them,  Heinrich  Spanuth,  wrote  that  his  20  years  of  laborious 
research  into  the  famed  event  of  1284  showed  that  an  agent  of  Bishop 
Bruno  of  Schaumburg  went  to  Hamelin  to  recruit  settlers  for  villages 
Bruno  was  building. 


The  villages,  said  Spanuth,  were  being  created  to  help  prevent  attacks 
by  the  Mongols. 


Notgeld  notes  such  as  the  25  and  50  pfennig  notes  issued  by  the  city 
of  Hamelin,  Germany  1 July  19 l8  helped  make  the  Pied  Piper  famous  -- 
but  the  story  isn't  true. 

Shown  below  is  the  obverse  of  the  25  pfennig  note,  with  legend,  date 
is  issuance,  serial  number,  and  arms. 
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Below  is  the  reverse  of  the  50  pfennig  note  which  tells  briefly  the 
story  of  the  alleged  event  and  pictures  the  Piper  piping  the  child- 
ren away. 


This  two  note  series  'is  one  of  four  different  series  issued  by  the 

city  of  Hamelin  between  19 1?  and  1922. 

"A  very  persuasive  recruiter  was  sent  to  Hamelin,  " wrote  Spanuth. 

"He  persuaded  some  60  men  and  their  sweethearts  to  go  with  him  to 
the  east  to  become  settlers." 

According  to  Spanuth,  the  recruiter  arranged  for  a mass  wedding  of 
the  couples,  and  then  came  three  days  of  festivities. 

"They  ate,  drank  and  danced.  They  then  went  to  Mass  in  a body  and 
set  off  on  foot  through  the  East  Gate  of  Hamelin  toward  their  'promis- 
ed land1  on  26  June  1284. 

"The  event,  catastrophic  in  the  life  of  Hamelin,  was  real",  Spanuth 
affirmed.  "Official  accounts  of  what  happened  were  surpressed  be- 
cause red-faced  city-fathers  were  too  embarrassed  to  admit  they  had 
lost  so  many  cheap  laborers  so  easily. 

"So  the  story  was  transmitted  orally  from  generation  to  generation 
and  transformed  in  the  process",  explained  Spanuth,  who  was  assisted 
in  his  research  by  Wolfgang  Wann.  Both  scholars  are  now  dead. 

The  spoken  story  that  came  down  to  us  through  the  centuries  had  a 
rat  catcher  luring  the  town's  children  away  with  a magic  flute  as  an 
act  of  revenge  when  city  fathers  were  unable  to  pay  him  for  his  rat 
catching  services. 

Wrote  Spanuth:  "It  was,  after  all,  a comparatively  small  thing  to 

adapt  a recruiter  into  a piper  and  a band  of  exhuberant  newlyweds 
into  joyful  children. " 

The  full  story  has  been  perpetuated  over  the  years  through  various 
media,  such  as  the  set  of  6 notgeld  notes  issued  by  the  city  of 
Hamelin  1 September  1921. 

This  series  of  notes  tells  the  fantasized  story  in  both  words  and 
pictures.  Shown  below  is  the  obverse  of  all  6 notes,  showing  the 
legend,  date  of  issuance,  and  denomination. 
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Obverse  of  6 Note  Set  1 September  1921 

Shown  below  are  the  reverses  of  all  six  notes,  in  the  proper  sequence, 
as  the  story  goes. 


< 


Piper  Offers  Services  to  City  Fathers 

300 


City  of  Hamelin  Overrun  By  the  Rats 


The  Piper  Ridding  the  City  of  Rats 
301 


< 


The  Piper  Asking  to  be  Paid  for  his  Services 

i 


The  Piper  Threatening  the  City  Fathers  After  They  are  Unable  to  Pay 


302 


The  Piper  Piping  Away  the  Children  in  Lieu  of  Payment  for  Services 

Rendered 


COINS  OF  POLAND'S  PIAST  DYNASTY  (Continued  from  page  297): 

Pyzdry,  Szczecin  (Stettin),  Kolobrzeg,  Slawno,  Przeclaw,  Kamien, 

Dymin,  Wolin,  Goleniow,  Stargard,  and  Trzebiatow. 

The  seat  of  the  Piasts  until  their  extinction  in  1675  was  in  Legnica. 
This  was  located  in  what  the  Poles  refer  to  as  old  Slask  (Old  Si- 
lesia), because  it  is  regarded  as  the  oldest  section  of  Poland. 

While  on  the  general  subject,  the  Piast  eagle  was  black  with  a quarter 
moon  from  wing  to  wing,  in  a letter  U position,  sometimes  with  a 
cross  in  the  middle  and  over  the  moon  device. 

Due  to  the  earliriess  in  point  of  history  of  the  appearance  of  the 
Piasts,  many  of  their  coins  had  no  legend,  and  the  remainder  for  the 
most  part  employed  Latin.  Native  languages  throughout  Europe  were 
regarded  as  vulgar,  and  therefore  not  employed.  Two  interesting 
items  should  be  mentioned.  A few  of  the  early  Piast  coins  had  Hebrew 
legends.  Only  two  Polish  words  appear  on  the  Piast  coins.  One  coin 
had  the  ancient  Polish  word  for  ruler  "Cnes",  and  on  another  coin  the 
word  "Milost"  can  be  observed. 

Lastly,  almost  all  the  Piast  coins  were  monometalic,  namely,  silver. 

As  a monument  to  their  former  stature  and  power,  the  Piasts  left 
their  stamp  --  the  earliest  coins  of  Poland. 


PUBLICATION  DEADLINE  FOR  THE  NI  BULLETIN:  The  Friday  following  the 

second  Wednesday  of  each  month  is  the  deadline  for  material  to  be 
published  in  the  NI  Bullet in  for  the  following  month. 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued  from  page  278): 


GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 

(Yet  another  1975  issue  has  been  released,  a 5 Mark  commemorative. 
This  will  again  cause  a renumbering  of  all  the  other  1975  issues 
as  follows:) 

Y51  5 Mark  1975;  Copper-Nickel-Zinc  (29mm) 

International  Women's  Year 
Y52  10  Mark  1975;  Albert  Schweitzer 

Y53  10  Mark  1975;  Warsaw  Pact 

Y54  20  Mark  1975;  Johann  Sebastian  Bach 

GUATEMALA 

Y122b  1 Centavo  1975,  Brass  (19mm) 

(Obverse  style  as  1972,  reverse  as  1970.) 

HONG  KONG 

Y32  20  Cents  1975;  Nickel-Brass  (19mm) 

Y33  2 Dollars  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (27.5mm) 

(Y32-33:  Both  are  scalloped.) 

INDIA 

Y107  1 Rupee  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (28mm) 

ISLE  OF  MAN 

Y13  1 Crown  1974,  Cupro-Nickel  (38.6mm) 

Y13u  1 Crown  1974,  .925  Silver 

(The  Cupro-Nickel  piece  has  just  been  announced,  so  it 
receives  the  regular  catalog  number.  The  silver  collectors' 
coin  is  the  "a"  letter. 

LEBANON 

Y30  1 Livre  1975,  Nickel  (27- 5mm) 

MONGOLIAN  PEOPLE'S  REPUBLIC 

Y35a  1 Tugrug  1971;  Cupro-Nickel 


NICARAGUA 

Y28  5 Centavos  1974,  Aluminum  (21.5mm) 

POLAND 

Y76  200  Zlotych  1975;  -750  Silver  (31mm) 

30th  Anniversary  Victory  over  Fascism 

SWEDEN 

Y91  5 Ore  1976,  Bronze  (l8mm) 

Y92  10  Ore  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (15mm) 

Y93  25  Ore  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (17mm) 

Y94  50  Ore  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (22mm) 

Y95  1 Krone  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (25mm) 

Y96  5 Kroner  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (28.5mm) 

(Y91-96:  Carl  XVI  Gustaf  Coinage) 

TURKEY 

Y117b  1 Kurus  1975;  Aluminum 

Ylllb  5 Kurus  1975;  Aluminum 


5 New  Pesos  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (33mm),  Coinage  Reform  1975 
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URUGUAY 

Y55 


BOOK  REVIEWS 

Osmanlilarda  Madeni  Paralar.  Nuri  Pere.  (Coins  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire) . 1968  Istanbul o 3 10  p + 88  plates  and  8 pages  of  drawings  of 

designs  used. 

Since  this  hook  has  been  on  the  market  7 years  and  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Kenneth  MacKenzie  has  reviewed  it  in  several  places,  it  may  seem  out 
of  place  to  do  so  again.  However,  Ottoman  coins  were  by  no  means  as 
popular  then,  as  they  are  now.  This  was,  and  is,  a standard  work  of 
reference,  and  will  be  for  many  years  to  come.  Certainly  until  there 
is  one  in  English.  The  new  one  in  German  will  not  be  found  satis- 
factory, if  only  for  the  badness  of  the  plates.  Do  NOT  be  discouraged 
because  this  book  is  in  Turkish.  Regardless  of  that,  any  collector 
can  use  it,  and  it  is  a must  for  the  specialist.  For  those  who  go  in 
for  even  more  serious  study,  there  are  the  excellent  books  of  Bay 
Ciineyt  01<?er. 

There  is  a' brief  resum6  in  English  which  tells  one  something  about  the 
coins  and  the  contents  of  the  book.  It  is  of  no  use  in  identifying 
coins.  Because  the  plates  are  excellent,  and  the  number  of  each  coin 
corresponds  to  the  text,  anyone  can  use  it.  In  fact,  the  few  Turkish 
words  are  so  elementary,  that  with  a small  Turkish-English  dictionary 
(Redhouse  Dictionary,  P.K.142,  Istanbul,  Turkey)  no  one  will  have 
trouble  with  them. 

Pere  gives  the  denomination  of  the  coin  (under  separate  headings, 
gold,  silver  bronze,  nickel  - billon  counts  as  silver).  There  is  a 
brief  description  in  the  Moslem  calendar.  Remember,  all  Osmanli  coins 
are  normally  dated  in  this  way,  with  the  regnal  year  - i.e.  the  year 
in  which  the  particular  coin  was  minted  - which  may  appear  in  several 
different  places.  This  depends  on  the  ruler.  Except  for  the  really 
early  coins,  the  year  of  accession  clearly  shown,  is  the  easiest  clue 
to  the  name  of  the  particular  sultan.  This  tells  you  at  which  plates 
to  look.  The  regnal  year,  given  or  illustrated,  will  be  the  one  in 
the  Bank  collection,  as  it  has  gone  in  for  types,  not  series.  Pere 
does  not  list  all  the  regnal  years.  In  some  sultans,  certain  years 
are  greatly  rarer  than  others.  The  place  of  minting  is  given.  In 
the  case  of  the  early  ruler,  where  the  coin  may  have  been  struck  in 
many  cities,  there  is  a list  under  the  denomination  heading  - e.g. 
akce.  For  collectors  who  specialize  in  Egypt,  it  is  important  to  note 
that  Pere  included  the  19th  century  Egyptian  coins.  After  all,  Egypt 
was,  in  theory,  still  a part  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  The  diameter  of 
the  coin  is  given,  and  the  weight  in  grams.  This  latter  is  important 
to  help  in  detecting  forgeries. 

There  is  also  a valuable  section  on  Ottoman  medals.  However,  the 
various  ceremonial  court  decorations  are  not  given. 

Other  materials  which  can  be  used  by  anyone  not  knowing  Turkish,  in- 
clude a list  of  the  sultans  with  A.D.  dating.  Western  numerals  and 
the  corresponding  Turkish  ones  - for  3,  4,  5 may  each  be  shown  in 
three  different  ways.  There  is  a list  of  weights,  all  of  the  mints 
used  (and  these  are  most  important);  of  coin  weights;  an  excellent 

bibliography  for  the  specialist  who  reads  Turkish. 
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The  concluding  plates  are  invaluable  for  showing  the  designs  used  on 
the  early  copper  coins,  the  mangirs.  These  are  dealt  with  specific- 
ally in  Cuyety  Olper's  latest  book. 

I  omit  comments  on  the  remainder  of  the  book  because  the  passages 
demand  a knowledge  of  modem  Turkish.  This  book  is  to  Turkish  numis- 
matics what  the  B.  M.  catalogues  are  to  Greek,  or  the  R.  I.  C.  to 
the  Roman  coinage.  Specialists  are  using  it,  and  one  cannot  but  wish 
that  all  dealers  in  Turkish  coins  would  do  the  same.  I find  it  much 
easier  than  Craig  or  Yeoman,  as  well  as  covering  a much  wider  period. 
There  are  a few  errors,  but  these  need  concern  only  the  specialist. 
The  book  may  be  ordered  from  Cem  Sultan,  Box  125,  Simi  Valley,  Calif. 
93065  or  Numismata  Orientalia,  P.0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  N.  J.  07670. 

I cannot  recommend  it  highly  enough. 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
Curator  of  Numismatics, 

Univ.  of  Nebraska  State  Museum 

(Editor's  Note:  See  below  for  a very  helpful  "vocabulary"  and  "number 

chart  which  will  assist  the  user  of  the  above  Nuri  Pere  book. ) 


A Small  Vocabulary  for  Nuri  Pere's  Book: 

1 - Adli : 

2 - Alt in:  gold 

3 - Az : small,  few 

4 - Bakir:  copper  (bronze) 

5 - Bin:  son  of 

6 - Qiqek:  flower 

7 - Qevresi:  around  (the  edge) 

8 - Cifte:  double 

9 - Qeyrek:  quarter 

10  - Duribe:  struck,  minted 

11  - Darphane:  the  mint  (place  of  striking 

12  - Elgazi:  a title  - the  leader,  the  conqueror 

13  - E^ref:  noblem,  more  illustrous 

Ik  - Fi: 

15  - Gibi(dir):  like 

16  - Gumii^:  silver 

17  - Han:  prince  or  Khan  - do  not  confuse  with  "han",  a "house" 

18  - ikibucuklul:  two  and  a half  piece 

19  - Konstantinye : Constantinople 

20  - luk*  on  the  end  of  a word  mean  piece,  value. 

21  - Misir:  Egypt 

22  - Noktali:  with  a dot 

23  - Ortada:  in  the  centre 

2k  - Sultanul  berreyni: 

25  - Saginda:  on  the  left  side 

26  - Sene : year 

27  - Tugra  (tughra):  the  mark  of  the  sultan  which  contains  his  name 

and  titles. 

28  - Tek:  odd  (number) 

29  - Var:  there  is 

30  - Yildiz  star:  Star  and  crescent,  symbols  of  Islam. 

31  - Yazili:  inscribed 

32  - yarim:  half 
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N UMI  SMAT I C S 


INTERNATIONAL 


Peter  the  Great.  The  unpublished  Rouble  1703.  Type  of  1704.  Slavic  date. 
Young  bust/Double  eagle.  From  old  Russian  Coll,  as  described  in  Luba— 
moudrov’s  book  on  Russian  coins.  Consignor  traces  coin  back  before  the 
Reichelsche  Collection. 


OCTOBER  1975 
ANA  REPORT 


Those  NI  members  who  were  able  to  attend  the  ANA  in  Los  Angeles 
.were  indeed  fortunate.  The  show  had  more  foreign  coins  than 
ever  before.  Very  few  of  the  dealers  had  U.S.  coins  exclusively. 
Foreign  paper  money  generated  especially  high  interest. 

Even  with  this  increased  activity  in  the  foreign  field,  there 
seemed  to  be  more  bargains  to  be  had  than  in  the  previous 
years.  The  annual  NI  meeting  at  the  ANA  was  a success,  as 
usual,  providing  a forum  for  NI  members  and  guests  to  discuss 
their  mutual  interests  and  specialities  and  renew  some  old 
acquaintances.  By  virtue  of  it's  location,  the  New  York 
ANA  should  even  exceed  Los  Angeles  in  foreign  numismatic 
popularity.  NI  will  be  there,  too.  Plan  to  attend  next 
year. 


DALLAS  OCTOBER  MEETING 


As  previously  announced,  the  10th  NI  Mail  Bid,  consisting  of 
157  foreign  numismatic  lots,  will  culminate  in  a floor  auction 
at  the  regular  Dallas  meeting.  The  bidding  will  start  at  the 
second  highest  mail  bid,  as  usual,  and  all  lots  carry  a minimum 
bid.  NI  members  who  plan  to  attend  are  urged  to  call  or  bring 
any  additional  members  or  guests  that  might  be  interested. 

The  time  and  place  are: 

7:30  P.M.  Wednesday 
October  15,  1975 
Republic  Savings  and  Loan 
(Community  Room  on  east  side  of  building) 

6300  East  Mockingbird  Lane 
Dallas , Texas 


MEMBER  ADVERTISEMENTS 


COUNTERFEITS:  The  NUMEXMATIST  is 

buying  all  types/denominations  of 
Mexican  counterfeits,  reproductions, 
copies,  and  altered  dates.  Also 
buying/trading  XF  or  better  Latin 
crown-s  , scarce  minors,  and  reference 
material.  Robert  R.  Rezny,  11411 
East  14  Mile,  Sterling  Heights,  MI 
48077.  1-313-979-3777  evenings. 


NUMISMATIC  BOOK  ORDER  SERVICE: 
Send  any  information  you  have: 
author,  title,  price,  publisher 
and  we  will  locate  and  order  the 
book  for  you.  The  Book  Worm, 

P.0.  Box  4151,  Edmonton,  Alberta, 
Canada;  T6E  4T2. 


MINT  ERRORS  of  the  world  wanted. 
Bulk  lots  and  collections  prefered. 
will  consider  single  items,  if  of 
esthetic  quality.  Write,  ED  COYNE, 
Box  18563,  Boston,  Mass.  02118. 


BUYING  BULK  especially  crowns  and 
choice  Japanese.  Fred  Thomas,  Box  4, 
Tokyo,  Japan  190-11. 


BUYING  BETTER  CROWNS,  1850  to  present. 
Paying  10%  OVER  Krause-Mishler  catalog 
for  Poland  Y-16,  Y-18,  Y-19,  Y-22,  Y-23, 
Y-24,  Y-25 , Y-26 , Y-29,  Y-31,  & Y-57. 
Must  be  EF  or  better.  Strong  buyer  of 
Czechoslovakia.  Pay  for  Y-78  BU,  $20; 
Proof,  $60.  Write.  Globe  Coins,  Box 
493,  Naperville,  IL  60540 


MEXICO  one  Real  from  Carlos  Johanna 
to  1800  to  sell  or  trade. 

Val  DeCarlo,  Box  127,  Patchogue  , NY 
11772. 


ISRAEL  COMMEMORATIVES  and 
ancient  Judean  coins  for  sale: 
bronze  coins , 2nd  year  of 
first  revolt  (67  C.E.)  M-153 
G/VG,  $15.00  each.  Price 
lists  available.  W.P.  Andrews 
Co.,  Box  24,  Town  Center, 

West  Orange,  NJ  07052. 


WANT  LISTS  SERVICED  AND  FIXED  PRICE 
LIST . Let  us  know  what  coins  you 
need  or  send  SASE  for  our  Fixed 
Price  List  of  world  coins. 
North-East  Coin  Co.,  Hillsboro, 

NH  0 3244. 


EXCELLENT  DISCOUNT,  on  my  free  minor, 
list.  In  December,  all  unsold  items, 
at:  501  DISCOUNT!!  Please,  mention 
this  ad.  Salvatore  Di  Gloria,  12412 
Cooley  Ave.,  Cleveland,  OH  44111. 


WE  ALWAYS  CARRY  over  200  countries 
in  coins.  Some  currency.  List 
104  stamp.  Beau  Kappa,  Box  363, 
Dallas  , TX  75221 . 


MEXICO:  Maximillian  Pesos, 

1866  or  1867  very  fine  $32.50  82, 
each.  ALEXANDRIA:  Hadrian 

AE  Drachm,  Rev.  Isis  Pharia  

very  fine/choice  very  fine, 
rare,  $57.50.  Free  price 
lists.  Pasqualino,  27  E. 

First  St.,  E.  Stroudsburg, 

PA  18301. 


BUY,  SELL,  TRADE,  Coins  and  Medals  with 
"SHIPS".  New  list  ready  now.  World 
P.N.C's  available.  Want  lists  - Modern 
World  Coins  Invited.  Joe  Hatch,  RD  #1, 
Salisbury,  Vermont  05769. 


WORLD  COIN  BUY/BID  SALES.  Buy  at 
our  price  or  make  offer.  Free  lists. 
Nice  selection.  Want  lists  welcome. 
MOFI,  Box  363,  Rumson,  NJ  07760. 


BUYING  PROOF  AUSTRIA  COMMEMOR- 
ATIVES. Advise  what  is  avail- 
able and  asking  price.  All 
letters  answered.  Gem  proof 
coins  only  please.  Write  to 
Rolland  Abart,  U.S.  Army 
Education  Center,  Babenhausen 
Kaserne,  APO  New  York  09175 


& 
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P.  O.  Box  482 
Richardson,  Texas  75080 


SEND  FOR  NEW  LIST  NOW  BEING  PREPARED 
COVERING  A NICE  SELECTION  OF  INDO  GREEK 
COINS  AND  OTHER  ANCIENT  AND  MEDIEVAL 
COINAGES. 


AVAILABLE  NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL  PUBLICATIONS 


CZECHSLOVAK  COINS  $3.00 

By  Dolores  H.  Davis  112  Pages 

This  book  which  covers  the  period  1921-1971  gives  up  to  date  mintage 
data,  metallic  content,  mints  and  values  as  well  as  a history  of  the 
people  and  descriptions  of  the  symbols  and  the  people  shown  upon  each 
coin.  Charts  are  included  which  give  key  dates  and  relative  scarcity. 

MODERN  COINAGE  OF  IRAN  $6.00 

By  Robert  L Clarke  5 A.  Mohabat-Ayin , M.D.  92  Pages 

At  last  a catalogue  is  available  covering  the  modern  coinage  of  Iran 
which  not  only  illustrates  all  coins,  but  also  gives  the  history  of 
the  coinage,  a price  catalogue  in  five  grades  and  also  lists  a number 
of  varieties  heretofore  unknown. 


COINS,  MEDALS  AND  SEALS  OF  THE  SHAHS  OF  IRAN  1500-1941  $6.00 

By  H.L.  Rabino  di  Borhamale  123  Pages 

Long  out  of  print,  this  authoritative  book  is  again  available.  This 
historical  treatise  covers  the  coinage  of  the  Shahs  of  Iran  - Safavis , 
Afghans,  Afshars , Zanda,  Qajar,  Pahlavi  and  the  Rebels  and  Pretenders. 
Also  included  is  a survey  of  mint  administration,  coinage  standards, 
dates,  mints  and  much  more. 

EARLY  COINAGE  OF  SOUTH  EAST  ASIA  $3.00 

By  Oliver  D.  Cresswell  64  Pages 

This  is  a comprehensive  and  in  depth  study  of  the  early  coinages  of 
the  Indo-China  Peninsula  kingdoms  of  Lannatai  and  of  Lanchang.  Shell 
Money,  Saddle  Money,  Leaf  Money,  Pig's  Mouth  Money,  Canoe  Money  and 
much- more  is  covered. 


EMERGENCY  COINS  OF  GERMANY  $6.00 

Emergency  Money  Society,  ed.  by  Richard  Upton  208  Pages 

Seven  categories  of  German  notgeld  are  covered  in  this  book.  Included 
are  municipal  issues  of  over  600  cities  and  towns  as  well  as  privately 
issued  coins,  prisoner  of  war  monies  of  World  War  I German  camps, 
railway  coins,  gas  and  electric  monies,  the  so  called  food  and  bever- 
age tokens  and  porcelain  coins  all  from  the  period  1914-1923.  1970 

valuations  are  included. 


MODERN  LEBANESE  COINAGE  $1.50 

By  Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  20  Pages 

This  reprint  from  the  NI  Bulletin  covers  Lebanese  coinage  of  the 
period  from  1924  to  1969 . Included  are  mintage  figures,  metallic 
content,  translations  of  the  Arabic  inscriptions  and  a listing  of 
varieties  which  were  previously  unreported. 


COLLECTION  REDUCTION  SALE  NR.  2 

Although  responses  to  my  sale  in  May  were  minimal,  over  50%  of  the 
coins  were  sold.  As  previously  my  coins  are  priced  lower  than  any 
I have  seen  advertised.  The  coins  are  one  of  a kind,  so  order  early, 


Orders  under  $15.00  add  350 
for  postage  and  insurance. 
Return  Privileges 

Ed  Griswold 
T-494  Harrington 
Port  Belvoir,  Va, 

Drive 
, 22060 

EGYPT 

LATVIA 

Y99  5 OP  1956  U 

$13.00 

YTXTat  1924  AU 

$ 5.00 

Y102  25P  1957  XP 

6.00 

Y8  2 Lat  1926  AU 

9.00 

Y120  50?  1964  U 

5.00 

LUXEMBOURG 

Y126  1 Pd  1968  U 

5.00 

Y33  20  PR  1946  U 

6.00 

Y130  1 Pd  1970  U 

5.50 

Y40  100  PR  1964  U 

8.50 

Y136  1 Pd  1970  U 

5.50 

MEXICO 

P.A.O.  1 Pd  1973  U 

5.50 

Y67"5"P  1953  U 

3.00 

FINLAND 

Y68  5 P 1953  U 

4.50 

Y63  l'O'lx  1970  U 

6.00 

Y73  5 P 1957  U 

2.50 

Y64  10  IX  1971  U 

4.50 

Y74  10  P 1955  U 

4.50 

FRANCE 

Y76  2 P 1957  U 

7.25 

YITY'TOP  1966  U 

6.00 

Y78  10  P 1959  U 

3.50 

-.i.c.  . 

15  IF  1094  VP 
‘ GEAI.aXY , EXT 

Y79  10  P I960  U 

6.00 

10.00 

Y90  25  P 1972  U 
IORROCO 

3.50 

Y31  20  lx  1971  U 

9.00 

Y54  "500  F 1956  U 

9.00 

Y33  20  IX  1971  U 

9.00 

NETHERLANDS 

G XL  ANY , fX  T 

Y47~"2i  G 1930  XP 

4.50 

Yll'2'  5 x T551G  VF+ 

3.00 

Y62  2h  G 1962  AU 

2.00 

Y119  5 IX  1967  U 

13.00 

Y62  2*  G 1966  U 

2.50 

Y120  5 IX  1967  U 

15.00 

Y65  10  G 1973  U 

5.00 

Y121  5 IX  1967  U 

4.50 

NORWAY 

Y122  5 IX  1968  U 

6.00 

m 1X5  K 1964  u 

4.50 

Y123  5 IX  1969  U 

4.50 

PANAMA 

Y124  5 IX  1969  U 

5.00 

Yl6  1 B 1947  U 

6.00 

Y124  5 X 1969  PL 

6.00 

Y27  1 B 1966  U 

6.00 

Y125  5 IX  1970  U 
Y126  10  IX  1972C-  U 

3.00 

Y28  5 B 1970  U 
PERU 

7.00 

DEUSCHLUND 

9.00 

Y2TT"1  S 1916  VP 

5.00 

Y127  10  IX  1972D  U 

4.75 

Y64  20  S 1965  U 

2.75 

Y128  10  IX  1972G  U 

4.75 

Y79  50  S 1971  U 

11.00 

Y130  10  IX  1972D  U 

4.75 

Y82  100  S 1973  U 

10.00 

Y132  5 IX  1971  U 

3.75 

PHILIPPINES 

Y133  5 IX  1971  U 

3.75 

Y21  m^3  XP 

7.00 

Y134  5 IX  1971  U 

3.75 

Y25  1 P 1907S  VF 

3.75 

Y1 3 5 5 IX  1971  U 

3.75 

Y34  500  1947  U 

2.50 

GREECE 

Y41  i P 1961  U 

2.75 

ir4'7  TO  D 1963  U 

4.25 

Y42  1 P 1961  U 

4.00 

Y48  30  D 1964  U 

3.75 

Y43  1 P 1963  U 

5.00 

INDIA 

Y44  1 P 1964  U 

4.50 

C'3"0'3"'1R  1835  VP 

4.50 

Y45  1 P 1967  U 

4.50 

Y4a  1R  1840  VP 

4.00 

Y51  1 P 1969  U 

5.00 

Y12  1R  1862  XP 

5.00 

Y52a  1 P 1970  U 

8.00 

Y23  1R  1890  VP 

2.75 

Y54  25  P 1974  U 

8.00 

Y45  IN  1916  XP 

3.50 

POLAND 

Y57  IF.  1940  AU 

2.25 

Y2Y  10  Z 1932L  VP+ 

5.00 

Y90  10R  1969  U 

3.50 

Y23  10  Z 1933  XP 

10.00 

Y92  10R  1970  U 

5.00 

Y24  10  Z 1933  XP 

10.00 

Y99  10R  1973  U 

3.75 

Y26  10  Z 1934  U 

18.00 

Y100  2 OR  1973  U 
IRAQ 

7.00 

Y29  10  Z 1936  U 
PORTUGAL 

9.00 

YW 100  P 1959  XP 

12.50 

Y69  20  2 1966  U 

3.00 

Y38  1 D 1971  U 

13.00 

Y70  50  E 1968  U 

6.00 

Y46  1 D 1973  U 

13.00 

Y75  50  E 1969  U 

6.00 

ITALY 

Y76  50  E 1969  U 

6.00 

Y1 05'  '500  L 1966  U 

3.00 

Y77  50  E 1971  U 

6.00 

Y106  500  L. 1961  U 
Y107  500  L 1965  U 

5.00 

5.50 

Y78  50  E 1972  U 

7.50 

Y108  1000  L 1970  U 

11.00 

1 

— 'i 

33  - Zolta:  crown  sized  coin,  a denomination 


Numbers : 

Bir: 

one 

yirmi: 

twenty 

iki : 

two 

yirmibes : 

twenty- five 

be§: 

five 

elli : 

fifty 

on: 

ten 

yuz: 

one  hundred 

For  Collectors  of  Bank  Notes: 

I do  not  know  how  many  collectors  we  have  of  bank  notes  in  our  society, 
but  in  case  you  are  not  familiar  with  it,  I would  like  to  introduce 
you  to  a British  publication.  It  is  "Spink  Banknote  Quarterly".  It 
is  published  on  fine  clay  paper  each  quarter.  The  one  I have  before 
me  is  No.  6,  Summer  1975* 

Its  value  lies  in  the  wide  range  of  material  offereed  in  each  issue, 
with  several  pages  of  excellent  illustrations.  (As  a fixed  price  list, 
it  is  also  useful.)  There  is  a list  of  bibliographies  attached.  The 
publication  began  as  "Modem  Coins  and  Banknotes"  in  1871.  Prices, 
naturally,  are  quoted  in  sterling.  Overseas  customers  are  NOT  sub- 
ject to  the  25 °/o  VAT  tax.  A limited  number  of  back  numbers  are  avail- 
able, and  I feel  it  is  a valuable  reference  work  for  the  banknote 
collector,  just  as  is  Spink’s  "Numismatic  Circular".  At  present  it 
is  published  free  of  charge,  and  overseas  customers  receive  it  by 
air  mail. 

Although  it  covers  the  entire  world,  as  one  would  expect,  there  is 
usually  a quite  large  section  devoted  to  Bank  and  Treasury  notes  of 
the  U.K.  The  notes  of  the  British  private  banks  of  the  late  l8th 
and  19th  centuries  are  particularly  interesting.  Currently,  the  low 
value  of  sterling  in  relation  to  the  US  dollar  is  much  in  favor  of 
the  US  collector.  The  address  is:  Spink  & Son  Ltd.,  5/7  King  St., 

St.  James',  London  SW1Y  6QS,  Great  Britain. 

Spink’s  is  the  oldest  Coin  and  Medal  firm  in  Britain.  I,  myself,  have 
dealt  with  them  since  1937*  Even  when  I was  stationed  in  Turkey 
during  World  War  II,  their  monthly  circular  always  came  through.  I 
never  missed  one  of  the  numbers  (nor  of  Blackwells'  book  catalogues) 
even  though  some  of  them  took  6-8  months,  having  gone  half  way 
around  the  world  first! 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
Curator  of  Numismatics 
Univ.  of  Nebraska  State  Museum 


Panama  and  Canal  Zone  Tokens,  by  Warren  Lloyd  Plumer,  1975.  9 pp., 
mimeographed,  no  illustrations.  Available  from  the  author  at  Chestnut 
Meadow,  Rt.  1,  Box  342,  Do  swell,  Va.  23047.  $1.00  postpaid. 

Probably  the  most  popular  Latin  American  tokens  are  those  of  Panama 
and  the  Canal  Zone.  Tokens  were  used  by  both  U.  S.  military  and  U.S. 
and  Panamanian  civilian  personnel  after  the  establishment  of  the  Canal 
Zone,  continuing  in  frequent  use  after  completion  of  the  canal  in 
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1915*  Even  before  independence  from  Columbia,  many  merchants  in 
Panama  issued  tokens,  including  European  and  Chinese  businessmen 
who  settled  there.  Some  of  these  are  incuse,  uniface  tokens  and  many 
are  "mavericks",  i.e.  do  not  mention  the  location  of  the  issuer;  all 
are  very  scarce  to  very  rare.  The  oldest  dated  piece  listed  was 
issued  in  l880.  Probably  the  oldest  piece  listed  is  a hard  rubber, 
French  language  jetton  of  the  l860’s,  "struck"  for  an  early  canal 
venture . 


Given  the  demand  from  U.S.  collectors  with  ties  to  the  area,  and  the 
relative  dullness  and  recentness  of  Panama  coinage,  it’s  little  wonder 
that  these  tokens  are  popular.  Yet,  the  lack  of  reference  material, 
a problem  in  nearly  all  Latin  American  token  series,  is  particularly 
acute  in  this  field.  In  January,  1975*  Jess  Peters  auctioned  48  lots 
of  tokens  (78  pieces).  (Most  long-time  collectors  of  these  tokens 
acquire  only  a couple  dozen.)  Mr.  Peters  generously  illustrated  30 
of  these  unpublished  pieces  in  his  catalog  plates.  22  pieces  realized 
from  $22.50  to  45.00,  and  few  brought  less  than  $10.00,  attesting  to 
the  rarity  and  demand. 


Later  this  year  Mr.  Plumer’s  trial  listing  appeared  (a  book  on  all 
Panama  exonumia  is  in  progress).  200  tokens  are  listed,  unnumbered, 
alphabetically  by  inscription.  Almost  no  historical  information  is 
provided,  nor  are  sizes  and  metals  usually  given,  but  inscriptions 
are  given  in  full.  Though  to  some  this  booklet  may  seem  a modest 
achievement,  it  must  be  considered  that  most  of  the  pieces  are  un- 
listed elsewhere  and  generally  unknown  even  to  token  specialists. 
Also,  there  are  many  maverick  Spanish-language  tokens,  and  those  of 
Panama  are  generally  worth  much  more.  With  so  little  available  on 
Latin  exonumia,  and  with  the  cost  so  nominal,  it's  a good  addition 
to  the  token  collector’s  library. 


Reviewed  by  Paul  Bosco, 
New  York,  New  York 


Member  Notice  Page 

Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  NJ  07670:  The  supple- 

ment to  the  recently  published  book  COUNTERMARKS  OF  THE  OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE  1880-1922  being  compiled  during  the  next  year  will  include 
further  lists  of  such  coins  in  the  collections  of  NI  members.  All 
details  of  such  coins  and/or  rubbings  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged. 

George  T.  Ryden,  Box  4428,  Pittsburgh,  Penna.  15205:  Serious  col- 

lector in  desperate  need  of  German  Porcelain  Medals  in  all  colors 
minted  during  World  War  II  to  commemorate  German  Victories  (Scheuch 
1858-1882)  and  Otto  Horn’s  book  on  porcelain  coinage.  Please  help. 

Razorback  Coin  Show:  The  4th  Annual  Razorback  Coin  Show  will  be 

held  Nov.  1st  and  2nd,  1975  at  the  Rodeway  Inn,  Interstate  30, 
between  7th  and  9th  Sts.,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Contact  Robert  T. 

Me Inti re,  P.  0.  Box  546,  Jacksonville,  Ark.  72076  for  further  in- 
fo rmat ion. 

(The  Member  Notice  Page  is  FREE  to  all  NI  members.  No  'for  sale 
notices  accepted  and  research  notices  are  given  priority.) 
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